AUTHOR'S PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION
Only two and a half years after the appearance of the first edition,
a second one has become necessary, even though a French edition had
already appeared in the meantime! The book, therefore, has been ac-
corded a much more favorable reception than I had dared hope.
This served particularly to spur me on to do everything within my
power to make the second edition representative of the present status of
wireless telegraphy. Due to its rapid development, this meant an ex-
tensive revision of the entire book.
Unfortunately I found it impossible to carry out this revision without
extending the scope. In view of this wider scope, the book has been
renamed "Textbook" ("Lehrbuch") instead of "Elements" ("Leitfaden")
"of Wireless Telegraphy."
In choosing my subject matter, I was guided chiefly by the standpoint
of the physicist. I have frequently discussed arrangements or devices
involving a new physical idea, even though knowing that they had
either not been used to date or are no longer used in practice. To
confine ourselves to what is of practical importance will only be proper
when once it has been fixed what really is of "practical importance."
On this point, however, the views of experts have changed very rapidly
during recent years; even to-day individual views diverge widely and
seem to be influenced less by scientific reasons than by patent rights.
Unquestionably, theoretical investigation, laboratory experiments and
experiences in practice have cleared much in recent years. Nevertheless,
there still remain a number of problems which find no answer in the re-
sults obtained to date. If then my presentation of these problems falls
short of the necessary clearness, the fault does not rest entirely with me.
In this edition, as in the first, I have received friendly cooperation
from many sources: from Dr. L. W. Austin (Washington, D. C.), H. Boas
(Berlin), Dr. L. Cohen (Brant Rock), F. Ducretet and E. Roger (Paris),
Dr. Erskine-Murray (London), the Gesellschaft fur drahtlose Telegraphie
(Telefunken Co., Berlin), Dr. E. Huth (Berlin), the C. Lorenz Co.
(Berlin), the Marconi Wireless Telegraph Co. (London), Dr. E. Nesper
(Berlin), Dr. E. H. Riegger and Dr. Rukop (Danzig), Dr. G. Seibt
(Berlin), the Soci6t6 frangaise de radio&ectrique (Paris), and Prof. C.
Tissot (Brest). To all these I herewith express my thanks.